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DETALIED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

3. The term "batch format" in claims 5 and 12 is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term "batch format" is not defined by the claim, 
the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of 
the scope of the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-13 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hartman et al. US (5,758,324), and further in view of Smith et 
al. US (6,192,407). 
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As to claim 1 and 8: Hartman discloses a system for communicating data 
between a user and a receiver over a telecommunication network, said data 
relating to filing information for application(s) relating to the protection of 
intellectual property, said system comprising: 

• means for initially registering the user to communicate application data 
over the network to the receiver, (Col 10, lines 48-51) 

• means for receiving data transmitted over the telecommunication network 
by the user, said data relating to the intellectual property application, (Col 
11, lines 23-65) 

• means verifying the completeness of the transmitted data from the user, 
and (Col 6, lines 8-14; mandatory fields in Hartman system guarantee the 
completeness of submitted application) 

• Hartman didn't explicitly explain means for communicating over the 
telecommunication network receipt of the verified data to the user. 
However Smith al. teaches the using of "Notify on Receipt" option (Col 13, 
lines 19-32). Therefore, it would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Hartman with the teaching of Smith to notify the reception of the data. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to confirm delivery when the data is 
actually received 
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As to claim 2 and 9: Hartman discloses the system as defined in claim 1 wherein 
said registering means further comprises means for receiving a user selected 
password from the user over the telecommunication network, and means for 
storing said password. (Col 10, lines 47-51 and Col 11, lines 36-50; the examiner 
is deeming this to be inherent to Hartman system as it would be incapable of 
verifying the clients passwords without storing the password in some form) 

As to claim 3 and 10: Hartman discloses the system as defined in claim 1 wherein 
said telecommunication network comprises the World Wide Web. (Col 6, lines 1- 
5) 

As to claim 4 andl 1: Hartman discloses the system as defined in claim 1 wherein 
said communication means comprises the means for transmitting an electronic 
message from the receiver to the user over the network. (Col 5, lines 1-24) 

As to claim 5 and 12: Hartman discloses the invention as defined in claim 1 
wherein said receiving means comprises means for receiving the data in batch 
format. (Col 5, lines 40-60; Hartman system shows plurality of data fields the are 
sent to the server in one HTML form ) 

As to claim 6 and 13: Hartman discloses the invention as defined in claim 1 
wherein said receiving means comprises means for receiving an attached 
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document in conjunction with the data transmitted to the receiver. (Col 6, lines 
15-40) 

As to claim 7 and 18: Hartman discloses the invention as defined in claim 1 
wherein said receiving means comprises means for receiving an attached 
document in electronic form in conjunction with the data transmitted to the 
receiver. (Col 6, lines 48-59) 

As to claim 15: Hartman discloses a system for communicating data between a 
user and a receiver over a telecommunications network, said data relating to 
filing information for application(s) relating to the protection of intellectual 
property, said system comprising: 

• means for receiving data transmitted over the telecommunication network 
by the user, said data relating to the intellectual property application and 
containing information relating to a variable number of data entries for a 
data item,( Col 5, lines 32-65; Hartman disclose an application form has 
various sections and each section has different fields like name, address, 
phone and email address) 

• means for the receiver to transmit a data entry form over the 
telecommunication network to the user reflecting said number of data 
entries for said data item, ( Col 6, lines 48-58) 
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• means verifying the completeness of the transmitted data from the user, 
and (Col 6, lines 8-14; mandatory fields in Hartman system guarantee the 
completeness of submitted application) 

• Hartman didn't explicitly explain means for communicating over the 
telecommunication network receipt of the verified data to the user. 
However Smith al. teaches the using of "Notify on Receipt" option (Col 13, 
lines 19-32). Therefore, it would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Hartman with the teaching of Smith to notify the reception of the data. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to confirm delivery when the data is 
actually received. 

As to claim 16: Hartman discloses the system as defined in claim 15 wherein 
said data item comprises applicant identification data. (Col 10, lines 47-51) 

As to claim 17: Hartman didn't explicitly explain the system as defined in claim 15 
wherein said data item comprises application priority data. However Smith al. 
teaches the using of the file date as a store-defined attributes in the system store 
(Col 4, lines 54-63). Therefore, it would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Hartman with 
the teaching of Smith to include the date of the file in the application data item. 
One would be motivated to do so in order to enable the system to synchronize 
the work with very limited knowledge of other factors) 
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6. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hartman et al. 118(5,758,324) and Smith et al. US(6, 192,407) as applied to claim 
1 above, and further in view of Light et al US(6, 192,380). 

As to claim 14: A system for communicating data between a user and a receiver 
over a telecommunications network, said data relating to filing information for 
application(s) relating to the protection of intellectual property, said system 
comprising: 

• means for receiving data transmitted over the telecommunication network 
by the user, said data relating to the intellectual property application, (Col 
11, lines 23-65) 

• Hartman didn't explicitly explain means for communicating over the 
telecommunication network receipt of the data to the user. However Smith 
al. teaches the using of "Notify on Receipt" option (Col 13, lines 19-32). 
Therefore, it would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Hartman with the 
teaching of Smith to notify the reception of the data. One would be 
motivated to do so in order to confirm delivery when the data is actually 
received. 

• The combination of Hartman and smith didn't explicitly explain means for 
storing frequently used data at the receiver, said frequently used data 
being subsequently accessible by key word by the user. However Light et 
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al. teaches the using of a database to store frequently used data (Col 4, 
lines 25-37) and the using of web tags or keyword to retrieve the field from 
the database and placing it in the form (Col 5, line 50 through Col 6, line 8) 
to automatically fill in web pages. Therefore, it would be obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Hartman with the teaching of Light to automatically 
fill in web pages. One would be motivated to do so in order to save time 
and make it easier for the user to fill web pages with appropriate 
information automatically. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Firas Alomari whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7963. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, AYAZ SHEIKH can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 



Firas Alomari 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2136 



